Information Literacy 
The Association of Colleges and Research Libraries (2000) defines Information literacy as “a set of abilities allowing individuals to recognize when information is needed and to locate, evaluate and use that information appropriately”.  The University of Idaho (http://www.webs.uidaho.edu/info_literacy/, 2008) further defines the importance of Information Literacy as being “critically important because we are surrounded by a growing ocean of information all formats”. 
Information literacy builds on computer literacy, taking the ability to find the information and adding the ability to evaluate and apply it.  With respect to nursing practice, information literacy is the ability to identify information needed for a specific purpose, locate pertinent information, evaluate the information and apply it correctly (Englebardt & Nelson, 2002). 
Information literacy is critical to incorporating Evidence Based Practice into nursing practice.  The framework below describes the steps and skills needed for providing the best patient care.  

· The nurse/provider must be able to determine what information is needed.  This involved critical thinking and assessment skills.  

· Finding the information is based on the resources available, which can include colleagues, policies, and literature in various formats.  

· Evaluating, or appraising the information involved critical thinking and the ability to determine the validity of the source.  

· The actual implementation of the information results in putting the information into practice, or applying the information.  

· The evaluation process is necessary to determine whether the evaluation and application resulted in improved patient care.  
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