Category Overview
ECDL is the base that is recommended for competency in nursing informatics for practicing, bedside nurses.  The underlying expectation and base for the conceptual model is that of Awareness.
Criticality of Awareness

The “awareness” concept within the overall Awareness and Attitudes competency  category brings professional consciousness and responsibility for learning to the forefront.  It is the responsibility of the professional nurse to continue to grow their knowledge base of professional practice and to make connections with other disciplines where relevant.  Patients will be best served by an interdisciplinary knowledge base.  Nurses need to take responsibility for asking questions and knowing how to find answers. If clear, measureable informatics competencies are set forth for each practicing professional nurse, the nurse can identify when a situation is beyond their competency level, access a tool or colleague who can provide teaching of a particular competency.  Once a competency is mastered, it becomes integrated into a nurse’s practice and that nurse can, in turn become a teacher for others.  Professional nursing practice can only advance as much as individual nurses are aware that a knowledge gap exists in their practice, feel empowered to access further learning, and integrate evidence-based competencies into their professional practice to provide safe, effective, efficient, patient-centered, equitable care.  

Top Awareness Competency Statements

Nurses will…

· Take responsibility for continued learning about informatics

· Seek assistance with questions related to the use of the EHR from peers, organizational development and/or EHR trainers within their facilities

· Exude a spirit of innovation in problem solving about how to practice evidence based nursing utilizing electronic clinical reference systems and smart documentation in the EHR.
· Behave in a manner that respects and honors the expertise of our interdisciplinary colleagues.

· Value nursing informatics just as they would any other nursing specialty by encouraging colleagues to read scholarly articles about and engage in professional discussions related to informatics and electronic health records.

· Serve as a resource to others once they are competent in nursing informatics.

· Always seek to further their professional development in the area of basic informatics competencies in order to best serve their patients.

